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Oct. 16: In Caracas, over 10,000 students, faculty members and university employees marched from
the Venezuelan Central University (UCV) campus to the front doors of the legislature building.
Led by UCV rector Luis Fuenmayor, protesters planned to deliver a letter to congress president
Pedro Paris Montesinos expressing opposition to the privatization of education, and demanding
more money for higher education. Several demonstrators threw rocks and other objects at the
building. In addition to shattered windows, Deputy Lelys Paez and a reporter were injured. Public
security forces responded by firing tear gas at the demonstrators, sending thousands stampeding
through the streets of downtown Caracas. Looting of several shops was reported. Oct. 21: In the
capital city's 23 de Enero neighborhood, one policeman was killed and another wounded during
street protests against public transportation fare hikes. Protesters set fire to government vehicles,
and threw rocks at police. Police surrounded four residential blocks and arrested about 200 people
suspected of participation in the protest and other crimes such as drug and weapons trafficking.
Protests were also reported in the Los Teques area, southeast of Caracas. Demonstrators set fire
to a bus. Oct. 23: Police sources reported that an officer was killed near the Instituto Pedagogico in
Caracas during protests over the fuel price hikes. Oct. 28: Local news agency Innac reported that 11
police officers and 25 students were wounded in San Cristobal, located 600 km. southeast of Caracas.
Demonstrators were demanding improvements in the city's water treatment and distribution
system. Police responded to rock-throwing protesters with tear gas. In Sabaneta, Barinas, students
burned municipal council buildings during a demonstration protesting failure to repair a water
line. Oct. 30: Government sources reported that a police officer and a student were killed during
street demonstrations in Los Teques, a suburb of Caracas. Oct. 31: University students in Caracas
burned two buses during a new wave of protests against higher public transport fares. Students in
Los Teques conducted a peaceful march protesting the Oct. 30 death of a fellow student. Following
the march, the Transportation Minister, the Los Teques mayor and local transport company owners
agreed to freeze the Caracas bus rate at 30 bolivars (US$0.50) until July 1992. Nov. 6: In Caracas,
police and students clashed during street demonstrations against transport price hikes. The students
stole two buses, and police blocked all access routes to the Central University campus. Police
attempted to disperse the demonstrators with tear gas and by firing pellet guns into the air. The
students responded by erecting street barricades, and tossing firecrackers at police. (Sources: Limabased Andean Newsletter produced by the Andean Commission of Jurists, 10/07/91; Spanish news
service EFE, 10/21/91; Associated Press, 10/16/91, 10/17/91, 10/31/91, 11/05/91; Agence France-Presse,
10/23/91, 10/21/91, 10/22/91, 10/25/91, 10/28/91, 11/06/91)
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